
SECONDARY SOCIAL STUDIES COURSE CONTENT 

 
6th Grade Social Studies 

 

Unit Number Unit Title Key Learnings 

1 U. S. Colonial Settlement 
The United States is a country formed by the many contributions and traditions of our 
immigrants. 

2 Pennsylvania History 
Pennsylvania today is a state formed by the many contributions and traditions of our 
immigrants. 

3 
Formation of U. S. 

Government 
The Declaration of Independence, United States Constitution and the Bill of Rights are 
documents that shape and define the goals of the United States Government. 

4 
Three Branches of U. S. 

Government 
The structure, organization and operations of the United States Government is divided into 
three branches. 

5 U. S. Regions 
Knowledge of geography, culture, economy and history can be used to understand the regions 
of the United States. 

6 Governments of the World 

The extent of citizens’ liberties and responsibilities varies according to limits on governmental 
authority. Governments influence economic structure and growth.  Choices made by 
consumers and producers influence market. Economies of the world can be classified based on 
the types of industries that make one kind of product or provide one kind of service. 

7 
Characteristics of 

Civilization 

Civilizations are defined by characteristics of geography, religion, achievements, politics, 

economics, and social structure. 

 
  



SECONDARY SOCIAL STUDIES COURSE CONTENT 

 
7th Grade Social Studies 

 

Unit Number Unit Title Key Learnings 

1 
Characteristics of 

Civilization 
Civilizations are defined by characteristics of geography, religion, achievements, politics, 
economics, and social structure. 

2 
Rise and Fall of Ancient 

Greece 
The Greek city-states contributed to the development of government.  Greek culture survived 
and spread even though the city-states themselves were conquered. 

3 Greek Culture 
The Ancient Greeks developed innovations and concepts that have had lasting effect on 
civilization since the Renaissance and the modern age. 

4 
Rise and Fall of Rome 

Republic 
Rome expanded from a small settlement into an emerging world power. 

5 Roman Empire 
Many cultural changes made during the Roman Empire left a lasting impact on both Roman 
and later civilizations. 

6 
Rise and Fall of Feudal 

Europe 
Feudalism developed as the result of the need for government and organization after the fall 
of the Western Roman Empire. 

7 Late Middle Ages Cultural changes of the late Middle Ages led to the end of feudalism and the rise of towns. 

8 Renaissance 
The thoughts of the Ancient Greeks and Romans led to a new way of thinking.  This period was 
called the Renaissance and it continues to influence modern thought. 

9 Reformation 
The Reformation caused major changes in the political, economic, and social structure in 
Europe. 

 
  



SECONDARY SOCIAL STUDIES COURSE CONTENT 

 
8th Grade Social Studies 

 

Unit Number Unit Title Key Learnings 

1 Colonial Conflict Colonial conflict led to the development of the United States. 

2 Creation of a Nation A series of compromises were an essential part of the creation of the Constitution. 

3 A New Nation The Nation faced multiple challenges after gaining independence. 

4 The Republican Era The nation faced many challenges and successes during the Republican era. 

5 
US Growth and Expansion 

(1790-1828) 
The United States went through many industrial and political changes in the early 1800’s that 
led to growth and expansion. 

6 
US Growth and Expansion 

(1810-1850) 
The politics of expansion had a significant impact on the United States of America. 

7 Road to Civil War Sectionalism divided the country and led to the Civil War. 

8 The Civil War The American Civil War was a devastating conflict in American history. 

9 Reconstruction Reconstruction attempted to reunite the nation after the Civil War. 

 
  



SECONDARY SOCIAL STUDIES COURSE CONTENT 

 
World Cultures 

 

Unit Number Unit Title Key Learnings 

1 Language 
The diversity of languages in our world are more similar than we realize. 
Languages serve to unite cultures but at the same time can create separation between those who speak 
differently. 

2 Religion 

People use religions and philosophies to make sense and bring order to their lives. 
There are many commonalities between these religions and philosophies of human existence. 
Oftentimes religion and ethnicity are confused which leads to a misunderstanding of people and their 
beliefs/identities/experiences. 

3 Customs 
Cultures around the world use holidays to reinforce cultural beliefs and solidify their foundational beliefs. 
A culture becomes represented through the clothing that is worn and the ways in which its people interact. 
Marriage, while nearly universal, serves different purposes for different societies. 

4 Society 

Cultures use class systems to create systems and definitions of power. 
Gender is a social construction that societies have used differently to meet their needs and values. 
Education is used by cultures in different ways to achieve different outcomes as desired by their society. 
Race and ethnicity are separate distinctions that have been used to both promote and dehumanize people. 

5 Art 
The arts are an integral part of a culture and help to reinforce commonalities and the shared experiences of 
the group. 
The arts are an important way that cultures experience and interact with each other. 

6 Politics 

There are a variety of ways that societies have attempted to solve their problems through governmental 
structures. 
Identity plays an important role in political direction and the inclusion/exclusion of groups. 
The creation of political boundaries has led world-wide to immediate and long lasting conflicts that have yet 
to be resolved. 

7 Economy 
Economic systems developed to organize the use of resources. 
The unequal distribution of resources creates regional and global inequalities. 
Economic systems around the world create inequities in wealth and power both domestic and globally. 

 
  



SECONDARY SOCIAL STUDIES COURSE CONTENT 

 
United States History II 

 

Unit Number Unit Title Key Learnings 

1 
Review and Turn 

of the Century 
1900 

America advanced as an economic and political state during the Gilded Age and Progressive Era. 
The advancements of the Gilded Age and Progressive Era were marred by social and cultural injustices 
and inequalities.  The Gilded Age and Progressive Era put America in the position of a growing power but 
also left many unresolved issues in terms of reaching the American ideals. 

2 
An Emerging 
World Power 

America turned its attention outward in terms of growth by testing itself in the Western Hemisphere. 
America’s outward growth had imperialistic impacts on indigenous peoples. 
America proved its power in WWI by mobilizing domestically to achieve international gains. 

3 The 1920s 
Following WWI mainstream America sought a more isolationist attitude. 
The 1920s saw a period of cultural change that brought movement and interaction between cultures. 
Underrepresented groups and their cultural products became more mainstream during the 1920s. 

4 
The Great 

Depression and 
New Deal 

Faulty economic policies lead to the greatest fall in modern economic history with wide ranging 
repercussions leading to a reinvention of the American perspective about the government’s role in 
regulating the economy and protecting its citizens. 

5 World War II 
America ended WWII as one of the world’s superpowers. 
WWII required the effort and sacrifice of a variety of people both home and abroad. 
WWII brought about many questions of human rights, questions that didn’t get solved. 

6 
The American 

Dream 

The United States feared Communism and its spreading around the world. 
Desegregation was a critical step in the Civil Rights movement but was met with resistance. 
The “American Dream” meant different things to different people. 

7 
The American 

Realities 

The victory in WWII brought with it a new threat not just in terms of safety, but in terms of American 
ideals.  The first victories against discrimination were achieved but many obstacles still remained. 
Groups in America began to rebel against the expectations put on them. 

8 
Era of American 

Tribulations 

The United States was faced with many challenges, both foreign and domestic in the late 1960s and early 
1970s.  Social protest movements of the period saw varying degrees of success and failures in the quest 
for equality.  The quest to challenge or maintain power and control defined many of the conflicts of the 
time period leading to a growing distrust of the government. 

9 Modern Era 

America Emerged from the Cold War victorious and emerged as an economic powerhouse.  US decisions 
in the Cold War contributed to the problem of modern foreign terrorism.  The ending of the cold war 
presented an opportunity for domestic problems to come to light.  The United States has struggled 
recently to address long standing issues of inequality as people try to achieve their American Dream. 

 
American Government and Citizenship 



SECONDARY SOCIAL STUDIES COURSE CONTENT 

 
 

Unit Number Unit Title Key Learnings 

1 Intro to Am Gov 
There are many different types of government systems. 
American colonists felt their individual rights and freedoms were being oppressed by the British. 
These experiences shaped the priorities in the creation of a new form of government. 

2 Structures of Power 

Federalism divides and outlines governmental powers between the states and federal governments. 
We divide power within the Federal government by creating 3 branches, each with their own 
responsibilities.  To ensure that no federal branch becomes too powerful the constitution includes a 
system of checks and balances. 

3 Individual Liberties 

The first amendment provides citizens with crucial individual protections against the government. 
The 2nd and 3rd Amendments protect Americans from militaristic powers of the federal government. 
Individuals are protected from unlawful incarceration in a variety of ways. 
The 9th and 10th Amendments define and limit the powers of the federal government. 

4 
Expansion of 

Suffrage 

The foundation of American Government is its representative nature of its citizenry through the 
democratic process.  The right to vote for underrepresented American citizens has been slowed by a 
multitude of barriers and gradually been expanded overtime.   

5 Legislative 

The structure of the Legislative Branch is designed to give Americans an indirect say in the 
government.  The Legislative Branch is tasked with the key powers of lawmaking, war, and taxation. 
It is difficult to pass bills so that a consensus is needed in order for laws to be created. 
Congress is growing increasingly more diverse but is not truly reflective of US demographics. 

6 
Non-Constitutional 

Influences 

Political Parties, the Media, and Interest Groups all work to influence the working of government and 
how we come to see it.  It is important to understand the biases of external groups so that we can 
develop our own critical thinking skills. 

7 Executive 

The Executive Branch is a complex organization tasked with carrying out the functioning of 
government.  The powers of the Executive Branch have expanded as the needs of the country have 
grown and evolved.  The electoral college is a unique system for electing the President of the United 
States. 

8 Judicial 
The Federal Judiciary evolved to meet the needs of the country.  The power of Judicial Review is 
essential to the protection of American rights and liberties.  Rulings from the Supreme Court have 
resulted in the expansion of rights and liberties to previously underrepresented groups. 

 
 
 

Psychology 
 



SECONDARY SOCIAL STUDIES COURSE CONTENT 

 

Unit Number Unit Title Key Learnings 

1 Intro to Psychology 
Psychology began in 1879 and has developed into a modern scientific approach through 
personal contributions, technological advancements, and historical movements offering a wide 
range of current applications. 

2 Biological Basis of Behavior Our bodies and minds work together to influence our interaction with our environment. 

3 Sensation & Perception 
Sensation allows us to acquire information from our environment and perception allows us to 
interpret those sensations and apply meaning to them. 

4 
Altered States of 

Consciousness 
Altered states of consciousness allow people to more easily cope with the demands their 
environment places on them. 

5 Learning There are a variety of ways in which individual learning occurs and behaviors can be altered. 

6 Memory 
The process and stages of memory work together to determine our understanding of our 
environment by storing, retrieving, and using information. 

7 Motivation and Emotion 
Motivation and emotion are fundamental factors that impact our everyday thoughts 
behaviors. 

8 Personality 
Personality is a complex idea that psychologists have interpreted in a variety of ways but all 
agree plays an essential role in how we think and act. 

9 
Normal and Abnormal 

Behavior 
Mental illness encompasses a variety of psychological disorders that vary in severity but 
nonetheless inhibit a person’s ability to interact with their environment. 

 
  



SECONDARY SOCIAL STUDIES COURSE CONTENT 

 
History of Western Civilization 

 

Unit Number Unit Title Key Learnings 

1 Introduction/Renaissance 
Economic, political, and social problems of the Medieval period resulted in the search for a 
new spirit and direction for European society. 

2 Reformation 
The Reformation was a direct response to corruption in the Catholic church and a statement of 
independence that would alter the world’s religious landscape both past and present. 

3 Intellectual Growth 
The scientific revolution and enlightenment both worked to question the existing social order 
and human understanding of their world resulting in a more human driven approach to the 
world. 

4 European Conflict 
European countries seeking out colonial properties to enhance economic and political power 
created competition and tension that changed the landscape of the European political 
structure. 

5 
French Revolution and 

Napoleonic Era 
The French Revolution, though immediately limited in its direct impact, had a much greater 
long-term impact in its implementation of Enlightened beliefs. 

6 European Growth 
Industrialization set the foundation in place that would allow for nationalism and provided the 
means for European expansion. 

7 
WWI and the Russian 

Revolution 
Growing imperialism, nationalism, militarism, and vast alliances contributed to an outbreak of 
widespread violence and change throughout the European continent. 

8 Post WWI Problems 
Instability and economic turmoil created an environment where people in Europe sought a 
better life at the expense of individual freedoms and liberties. 

9 WWII and the Cold War 
WWII and the Cold War, though fought in different means, each significantly changed the 
course of Europe’s future. 

 
  



SECONDARY SOCIAL STUDIES COURSE CONTENT 

 
Multi-Cultural History/Sociology 

 

Unit Number Unit Title Key Learnings 

1 
Introduction to 

Multicultural History 
Race and ethnicity are key factors in society in the United States today, 

2 Native Americans The Native American has had a long struggle for equality in the United States 

3 African American History Understand that African American history/contributions are not isolated to slavery. 

4 Asian Americans 
Asian Americans are a rapidly growing minority group that has experienced numerous forms of 
discrimination in the United States. 

5 Hispanic Americans 
As the fastest growing minority group, Hispanic Americans have greatly influenced modern 
American society. 

6 
Introduction to Sociology Sociology is the study of social structure. Sociologists focus on human interactions and 

relationships in group settings throughout societies. 

7 
Sociologists Doing Research Sociologists apply theoretical perspectives to conduct research, analyze date, formulate 

results, and draw conclusions on human behavior in group settings. 

8 Culture Understand how culture and heredity affect social behavior. 

9 
Socialization Socialization by both the family and friends is essential in the development of humans. Much 

of how we function, behave, and interact is learned behavior from those around us. 

10 
Deviance and Social Control Students will understand the concepts of deviance and the ways in which society establishes 

social control. 

11 Social Inequality Social inequality pertains to social class, inequity of social wealth and the social mobility. 

 
  



SECONDARY SOCIAL STUDIES COURSE CONTENT 

 
Economics 

 

Unit Number Unit Title Key Learnings 

1 Basic Economic Concepts 
The condition of scarcity is prevalent in all economies and forces economic systems to make 
choices on what to produce, how to produce it and whom to produce it for. 

2 
The Nature and Functions of 

Product Markets 
The study of the nature and functions of product markets falls into four broad areas:  supply 
and demand models, consumer choice, production and costs, and theory of the firm. 

3 Factor Markets 
Students apply the concepts of supply and demand to markets for factors such as labor, 
capital, and land. 

4 
Market Failure and The Role 

Of Government 

It is important for students to understand the arguments for and against government 
Intervention in an otherwise competitive market. Students examine the conditions 
for allocative efficiency, using the marginal social benefit and marginal social cost 
principle, and the ways in which externalities, public goods, and the market distribution 
of income create market failures even in competitive free-market economies. 

5 Measuring the Economy 
Students will identify and examine the key measures of economic performance: gross domestic 
product, unemployment, and inflation. 

6 
Aggregate Supply and 

Demand 

Students will interpret the aggregate supply and aggregate demand model to explain the 
determination of equilibrium national output and the general price level, as well as to analyze 
and evaluate the effects of public policy.  

7 Fiscal Policy 
Students will evaluate the effect that Fiscal policy has on aggregate demand, aggregate supply, 
as well as the economy’s output and price level, both in the short run and in the long run. 

8 
Monetary Policy and 

Banking 

Students will evaluate the effect that Monetary policy has on the interest rates, consumption, 
investment, and aggregate demand as well as on the economy’s output and price level, both in 
the short run and in the long run. 

9 
International Trade and 

Finance 
Students will know how the foreign exchange market determines an equilibrium exchange 
rate. 

 
 

  



SECONDARY SOCIAL STUDIES COURSE CONTENT 

 
East High School – AP Government and Politics 

 

Unit Number Unit Title Key Learnings 

1 
Constitutional 
Underpinnings 

The study of modern politics requires examination of the government established by the 
Constitution, paying particular attention to separation of powers, checks and balances and 
federalism.  

2 Political Beliefs & Behavior 
Individual citizens hold a variety of beliefs about government and its leaders; taken together, 
these beliefs form American political culture.  

3 Linkage Institutions 
Various mechanisms allow citizens to organize and communicate their political interests and 
concerns.  

 
4 

Institutions of Government 
The major policy institutions share formal and informal powers which evolve gradually or 
change drastically to serve our republic.  

5 Public Policy 
Public policy is the result of interactions and dynamics among interests, institutions and 
processes.  

6 Civil Liberties & Rights 
An understanding of American politics includes the study of the development of individual 
liberties and rights as well as their impact on citizens.  

 
  



SECONDARY SOCIAL STUDIES COURSE CONTENT 

 
East High School – AP World History 

 

Unit Number Unit Title Key Learnings 

1 

Technological and 
Environmental 

Transformations 
8000 BCE to 600 BCE 

The environment shaped human societies, but increasingly human societies also affected the 
environment.   

2 

Organization and 
Reorganization of Human 

Societies 
600 BCE to 600 CE 

The exploration of the origins, uses, dissemination, and adaption of ideas, beliefs, and 
knowledge within and between societies.   

3 
Regional and Transregional 

interactions, 
600 CE – 1450 CE 

This era witnessed a deepening and widening of old and new networks of human interaction 
within and across regions. The results were unprecedented concentrations of wealth and the 
intensification of cross-cultural exchanges.  

4 
Global Interactions, 

1450 - 1750 
From 1500 to 1750 the world witnessed a tremendous expansion of commercial, cultural, and 
biological exchange around the world.   

5 
Industrialization and Global 
Integrations, 1750 to 1900 

The economic, political, and social revolutions that began in the mid-eighteenth century led to 
the expansion of Western powers around the globe.  Some of the nations of Asia, Africa and 
Latin America reformed and strengthened their own institutions and economies, while others 
pushed for more radical change. 

6 
Accelerating Global Change 
and Realignments, 1900 - 

Present 

Rapid advances in science altered understandings of the universe and the natural world and 
led to the development of new technologies.  
 
The First and Second World Wars were the first “total wars.” Governments used ideologies, 
including fascism, nationalism and communism, to mobilize all of their state’s resources 
 
People conceptualized society and culture in new ways; some challenged old assumptions 
about race, class, gender and religion; often using new technologies to spread reconfigured 
traditions. 

 
  



SECONDARY SOCIAL STUDIES COURSE CONTENT 

 
Both High Schools – AP Psychology 

 

Unit Number Unit Title Key Learnings 

1 History & Approaches 
Students will be able to explain how the field of psychology has evolved into a modern 
scientific approach to understanding humans. Students will be able to identify and describe the 
current jobs within the field of psychology.  

2 Research Methods 
Students will be able to identify the different methods of research psychologists use to gather 
data, while also understanding the strengths and weaknesses of each method. Students will be 
able to use statistics to collect and analyze data. 

3 Biological Basis of Behavior 
Students will be able to explain the relationship between physiological processes and behavior, 
including the influence of neural function, the nervous system, the brain, and genetic 
contributions to behavior. 

4 Sensation & Perception 
Students will be able to explain how each of their senses takes in and transduces information 
from the environment. Students will be able to explain how the brain interprets information to 
form perceptions. 

5 States of Consciousness 
Students will be able to explain the different levels of consciousness and how each level affects 
our thoughts and behaviors.   

6 Learning 
Students will be able to explain the role of classical and operant conditioning, as well as social 
learning, in their everyday lives.  

7 Cognition 
Students will be able to understand various aspects of cognition, including memory, language, 
thinking, and problem solving.  

8 Motivation & Emotion 
Students will be able to explain the role of motivation and emotion in our everyday 
interactions.  

9 Developmental Psychology 
Students will be able to identify how a person’s development progresses throughout their 
lifespan.  

10 Personality 
Students will be able to explain major theories of how humans develop enduring patterns of 
behavior and personal characteristics that influence how others relate to them. Students will 
also understand how different methods can be used to assess personality characteristics.  

11 
Testing &Individual 

Differences 
Students will be able to explain the concept of intelligence and discuss various methods that 
psychologists use to assess individual differences.  

12 Abnormal Behavior 
Students will be able to identify and explain how psychological disorders affect the lives of 
people coping with mental illness.  

13 
Treatment of Abnormal 

Behavior 
Students will understand the various treatment options for psychological disorders.  

14 Social Psychology Students will be able to explain how individuals relate to one another in social situations.  



SECONDARY SOCIAL STUDIES COURSE CONTENT 

 
East High School – AP European History 

 

Unit Number Unit Title Key Learnings 

1 Renaissance 
Economic, political, and social problems of the Medieval period resulted in the search for a 
new spirit and direction for European society. 

2 Reformation and Response 
The Reformation was a direct response to corruption in the Catholic church and a statement of 
independence that would alter the world’s religious landscape both past and present. 

3 Intellectual Growth 
The scientific revolution and enlightenment both worked to question the existing social order 
and human understanding of their world resulting in a more human driven approach to the 
world. 

4 European Conflict 
European countries seeking out colonial properties to enhance economic and political power 
created competition and tension that changed the landscape of the European political 
structure. 

5 
French Revolution and 

Napoleonic Era 
The French Revolution, though immediately limited in its direct impact, had a much greater 
long-term impact in its implementation of Enlightened beliefs. 

6 European Growth 
Industrialization set the foundation in place that would allow for nationalism and provided the 
means for European expansion. 

7 European Expansion 
The more inward approach of nationalism initially lead to tremendous domestic growth and 
new responses to the problems associated with that growth. 

8 
WWI and the Russian 

Revolution 
Growing imperialism, nationalism, militarism, and vast alliances contributed to an outbreak of 
widespread violence and change throughout the European continent. 

9 Post-WWI Problems 
Instability and economic turmoil created an environment where people in Europe sought a 
better life at the expense of individual freedoms and liberties.. 

10 WWII and the Cold War 
WWII and the Cold War, though fought in different means, each significantly changed the 
course of Europe’s future. 

 
 
  



SECONDARY SOCIAL STUDIES COURSE CONTENT 

 
Both High Schools – AP Economics 

 

Unit Number Unit Title Key Learnings 

1 Basic Economic Concepts 
The condition of scarcity is prevalent in all economies and forces economic systems to make 
choices on what to produce, how to produce it and whom to produce it for. 

2 
The Nature and functions of 

product markets 
The study of the nature and functions of product markets falls into four broad areas:  supply 
and demand models, consumer choice, production and costs, and theory of the firm. 

3 Factor Markets 
Students apply the concepts of supply and demand to markets for factors such as labor, 
capital, and land. 

4 
Market Failure and The Role 

Of Government 

It is important for students to understand the arguments for and against government 
Intervention in an otherwise competitive market. Students examine the conditions 
for allocative efficiency, using the marginal social benefit and marginal social cost 
principle, and the ways in which externalities, public goods, and the market distribution 
of income create market failures even in competitive free-market economies. 

5 Measuring the Economy 
Students will identify and examine the key measures of economic performance: gross domestic 
product, unemployment, and inflation. 

6 
Aggregate Supply and 

Demand 

Students will interpret the aggregate supply and aggregate demand model to explain the 
determination of equilibrium national output and the general price level, as well as to analyze 
and evaluate the effects of public policy. 

7 Fiscal Policy 
Students will evaluate the effect that Fiscal policy has on aggregate demand, aggregate supply, 
as well as the economy’s output and price level, both in the short run and in the long run. 

8 
Monetary Policy and 

Banking 

Students will evaluate the effect that Monetary policy has on the interest rates, consumption, 
investment, and aggregate demand as well as on the economy’s output and price level, both in 
the short run and in the long run. 

9 
International Trade and 

Finance 
Students will know how the foreign exchange market determines an equilibrium exchange 
rate. 

 

  



SECONDARY SOCIAL STUDIES COURSE CONTENT 

 
East High School – AP U.S. History 

 

Unit Number Unit Title Key Learnings 

1 1491-1607 

The Western Hemisphere prior to European contact and the changes in the New 
World brought about by European imperialism and the establishment and growth of 
European colonies 

2 1607-1754 
How the colonies developed politically, economically, and socially and the impact this 
development had on the diverse peoples living in the colonies 

3 1754-1800 
Foundations of the American Revolution and early U.S. government and impact these 
had on various groups of people living in America at that time 

4 1800-1848 

How the United States changed politically, economically, and socially during the 
Jeffersonian Era and Jacksonian Era and how did the political, economic, and social 
policies and practices of the nation affect different groups of people living in America 
during these times. 

5 1844-1877 
The causes and impacts of Manifest Destiny, the Civil War and Reconstruction on the 
nation and the people living in the U.S. during these times. 

6 1865-1898 
Impacts of westward expansion, the Industrial Revolution, and federal and state 
politics on the nation and those living in America during the Gilded Age 

7 1890-1945 
Causes and effects of Progressivism, U.S. imperialism, World War I, the Roaring 20’s, 
the Great Depression and New Deal, and World War II 

8 1945-1980 

How the Era and events between 1945 and 1980 impacted the nation and different 
groups of people throughout America including the Cold War, African American Civil 
Rights Movement, other rights movements, the Great Society Programs and their 
aftermath and the Vietnam War and that Era’s Counterculture 

9 1980-Present 

How the Modern Era has changed the country and impacted the lives of those living in 
America including the end of the Cold War, the Conservative movement, immigration 
and migration and future challenges faced by the nation 

 
  



SECONDARY SOCIAL STUDIES COURSE CONTENT 

 
Both High Schools – AP Human Geography 

 

Unit Number Unit Title Key Learnings 

1 
Geography Nature and 

Perspectives 
Contemporary Geography is the scientific study of where people and activities are found 
across Earth’s surface and the reasons they are found there. 

2 
Population, Geography and 

Health 
Earth’s diverse population shows the unique ability to survive and adapt to different regions, 
which allows its population to grow in varied ways. 

3 Migration 
Migrants bring their native cultural values and economic practices to their new homes while 
also becoming connected with the cultural and economic patterns of their new residences. 

4 Folk and Popular Culture 
Describe the similarities and differences of how different people meet their daily needs and 
make use of their leisure time. 

5 Language 
Language is how cultural values are communicated, a sense of pride to a people, and a symbol 
of cultural unity. 

6 Religions 
Geographers document the places where various religions are located in the world and offer 
explanations for why some religions have widespread distributions and others are highly 
clustered in particular places. 

7 Ethnicities 
Ethnicity is a source of pride to people, a link to ancestral experiences and cultural traditions, 
has important measurable differences, and matters in places with a history of ethnic-based 
discrimination. 

8 Political Geography 
Geographers need to study the locations of activities in the world, the reasons for particular 
spatial distributions and the significance of the arrangements in addition to the location of 
states. 

9 Food and Agriculture 
Human beings have two choices for obtaining food: developed countries primarily purchase 
food through commercial agriculture while developing countries people produce much of their 
food through subsistence agriculture 

10 Development 
Development is a process of improving a person’s prospects of leading a long and healthy life, 
acquiring knowledge, and obtaining adequate resources 

11 Industry and Energy 
Industry is viewed by communities around the world as a special asset, mourning when 
factories close and rejoicing when they open. 

12 Services and Settlements Services are closely linked with settlements because services are located in settlements. 

13 Urban Pattern 
Because cities have something for different people, urban geography helps sort out the 
complexities of familiar and unfamiliar patterns in urban areas. 

 
  



SECONDARY SOCIAL STUDIES COURSE CONTENT 

 
Both High Schools – African American Studies I 

 

Unit Number Unit Title Key Learnings 

1 
African Kingdoms/ Atlantic 

Slave Trade 
Students will cover the history of African Kingdoms and the Atlantic Slave Trade development 
and implementation. 

2 
Slavery in United States 

(1776-1865) 

Students will learn how slaves resisted and Abolitionist groups supported them. The slave 
culture utilized extended familial networks to survive. Slavery was the primary economic 
source in the southern states. 

3 
Civil War and 

Reconstruction 
Students will cover the series of events that created the tensions, which led to the Civil War 
and how many of these events centered on slavery. 

 
 

Both High Schools – African American Studies II 
 

Unit Number Unit Title Key Learnings 

1 
Success and Struggles in a 

Post-Slavery Society 
Students will cover the plights of African Americans trying to attain economic equality and the 
key figures associated with developing a distinct Black culture. 

2 Fighting for Civil Rights Students will focus on the Civil Rights Movement of the 1950s and 1960s. 

3 
Contemporary Issues in 

Black America and Africa 
Students will cover the issues being dealt with today in black America and the current situation 
faced by many nations in Africa 

 
 
  



SECONDARY SOCIAL STUDIES COURSE CONTENT 

 
Both High Schools – U.S. Military History 

 

Unit Number Unit Title Key Learnings 

1 National Foundation 
Growing out of the earlier English militia tradition and evolving in response to North American 
realities, American military forces played vital and variable roles in establishing the United 
States as a sovereign nation. 

2 National Consolidation 
Since the beginning of our country, the military has often been at the forefront of national 
efforts to explore, acquire, and develop territory.  The use of force has also proven essential to 
the consolidation of national power and political identity. 

3 International Extension 
Although natural resources, a growing population, industrialization, and trade created the 
conditions for America to extend its global influence, the US military has been a principal 
means of projecting power. 

4 World Regulation 

Since the end of World War II, the United States maintained a historically anomalous 
commitment to permanent mobilization, relying on the military to enforce international order 
in both conventional and unconventional campaigns while also understanding it as an 
important lever of social, economic, and political influence. 

 
 

Both High Schools – Critical Media Literacy 
 

Unit Number Unit Title Key Learnings 

1 
History & Purpose of Media 
and Critical Media Literacy 

Students will cover the history, purpose, and growing influence of Mass Media and the need 
for Critical Media Literacy Skills in the 21st Century. 

2 Political Media Literacy 
Political media influencers try to persuade their audience to support their opinions and 
arguments through logical, emotional, and credible appeals in order to influence and motivate 
others. 

3 
Mass Media and Critical 

Consumerism 
Students will understand how psychological concepts of human behavior are used in mass 
media marketing and advertising to influence consumers socially and economically. 

4 
Mass Media and Pop 

Culture 
Students will understand how psychological concepts of human behavior are used in popular 
culture that both contributes to and reflects on society’s values over time. 

5 Digital Citizenship 
Students will analyze the influence of culture, media, technology and other factors on physical 
and mental health. 

 


